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Purpose of the day 

ÅThe NPPF makes explicit reference to "biodiversity net 

gain" but what does this mean in practise ? How should 

planners prepare policies or take decisions that 

incorporate these principles ?

ÅWe will bring together local government planners with 

supporters of sustainable development, including 

DEFRA, Natural England, CIEEM, leading Councils, 

Developers and Consultants

ÅThis workshop is for planners who need to understand 

and implement the biodiversity agenda.



Biodiversity Net Gain Workshop
LGA ïCIEEM ïPAS

London 14th December 2018

ÅAbout CIEEM

ÅRaising standards

ÅWhy Biodiversity Net Gain



About CIEEM

Ψ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭΩ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŘȅ

Royal Charter in 2013

Approx. 6000 members

Professional development 

Professional standards

Guidance

Policy and practice
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Working together
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How can we help?
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Training

Guidance

Webinars

Advice notes

Ecological 
reports / 
BS42020

NPPF

Biodiversity in 
Local Plans

Protected 
Species and 

Planning



The Governmentôs 25 Year Environment Plané

ÅAims to deliver clearer air and 
water in our cities and rural 
landscapes, &

ÅProtect threatened species 
and provide richer wildlife 
habitats.

ÅIt calls for an approach to 
agriculture, forestry, land use 
and fishing that puts the 
environment first.

ÅSets out the governmentôs 
ambitions for environmental 
net gain 7





More land in the 
right places

Improving delivery Ensuring quality

Environmental protections & benefits



Environmental protection & net gains 
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Where in the NPPF? 

Paragraphs 8 & 32 in relation to the environmental objective of sustainable 
development.

170. Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by:
d) minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by 
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and 
future pressures; 

174. To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should:
b) promote the conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats, 
ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify 
and pursue opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity. 



Net gain consultation proposals 2018

ÅHabitats measured and 
left in a better state after 
development

ÅDesign aims to avoid 
impacts

ÅOff-site habitat 
improvement where on-
site is not possible

ÅTariff option where local 
compensation not 
currently available
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Scope

ÅPermitted development and national 
infrastructure out of scope

ÅShould biodiversity net gain be mandated for all 
other development?

ÅShould there be any exemptions? And why?

ÅShould we seek other environmental net gains? 
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Measuring biodiversity

ÅShould we mandate use of a standard metric?

ÅIs a 10% gain in óbiodiversity unitsô the right 
level? 

ÅShould there be a preference for on-site and local 
habitat improvement?

ÅHow can we make assessments robust but not 
burdensome?
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Delivering biodiversity outcomes

ÅShould habitat opportunity maps be produced 
nationally or locally?

ÅHow can we support a habitat improvement 
market? 

ÅHow long should habitats be managed or 
protected for? 
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Tariff

ÅShould a tariff cover all related costs?

ÅShould a tariff provide an incentive to deliver net 
gain on-site or locally first? 

ÅShould a tariff be collected locally or nationally?

ÅShould a tariff be spent locally or nationally or 
both? 
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Delivery, Monitoring and Enforcement

ÅHow can we limit burdens on local authorities and 
developers?

ÅShould we look at any other evidence about 
viability and other impacts? 

ÅHow should we monitor delivery?

ÅShould local authorities report information about 
habitat losses and gains?
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Next steps

ÅWe want to hear your views today and through 
the consultation (this is not a finalised policy)

ÅWhat should government be aware of to ensure 
we can deliver new homes and improvements to 
the environment? 

ÅPlease get in touch with any questions on how to 
respond to the consultation:

ÅFiona.Siequien@communities.gsi.gov.uk

ÅLindsay.Roome@defra.gov.uk
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Net Gain: The Evolution of 

Biodiversity Net Gain in Practice

Dr Nick White

Senior Advisor ïNet Gain and Green Infrastructure



What is Net Gain?

Why Biodiversity Net Gain?

Background to Biodiversity Net Gain

Biodiversity Net Gain Today + Key Drivers

Net Gain Business Case

Defra Metric 2.0



Net gain is an approach to 

development, and/or land 

management, that aims to leave the 

natural environment in a measurably 

better state than beforehand.



Types of Net Gain

Biodiversity Net Gain

Natural Capital Net 

Gain

Environmental Net 

Gains



Habitat Loss 

Bad for Nature & Bad for People



Net Gain Where?

On - Site/Local Strategic



Net DBiodiversity Loss/GainA 

Lego Example
Net 
Loss

No 
Net
Loss

Net 
Gain



Net Biodiversity Net Gain -

Development & Land Management 

Lego ExampleDevelopment

Land/Estate 
Management



Defra Biodiversity Metric





Does Not Replaceé.Mitigation Hierarchy





Millwood ïLavender 

Fields, Isfield, E Sussex

Redrow ïMoulton, Nr 

Northampton 

Barratt Developments ï

Kingsbrook, Aylesbury

Taylor Wimpey ï

Chudleigh, Devon

Net Gain and Housing Examples



Net Gain and Infrastructure



Net Gain Best Practice Principles

Å Principle 1. Apply the Mitigation Hierarchy

Å Principle 2. Avoid losing biodiversity that cannot be offset by 

gains elsewhere

Å Principle 3. Be inclusive and equitable

Å Principle 4. Address risks

Å Principle 5. Make a measurable Net Gain contribution

Å Principle 6. Achieve the best outcomes for biodiversity

Å Principle 7. Be additional

Å Principle 8. Create a Net Gain legacy 

Å Principle 9. Optimise sustainability 

Å Principle 10. Be transparent 



Defra Biodiversity Metric In Use

?


